
SALUTING the FLAG

Traditionally, members of the nation s veterans 
service organizations have rendered the hand-

salute during the national anthem and at events 

involving the national flag only while wearing their 

organization s official head-gear.  The National 
Defense Authorization Act of 2008 contained an 

amendment to allow un-uniformed service 

members, military retirees, and veterans to render 
a hand salute during the hoisting, lowering, or 

passing of the U.S. flag.  A later amendment 

further authorized hand-salutes during the 
national anthem by veterans and out-of-uniform 

military personnel. This was included in the 

Defense Authorization Act of 2009, which 

President Bush signed on 14 OCT 08. All other 
persons present should face the flag, or if 

applicable, remove their headdress with their right 

hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand 
being over the heart. Citizens of other countries 

present should stand at attention. All such conduct 

toward the flag in a moving column should be 
rendered at the moment the flag passes.


